
UPPER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

April 24, 2023 
O’Neill, Nebraska 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 7:04 P.M. by Chairman Keith Heithoff.  
The meeting was advertised in the Holt County Independent, the official NRD newspaper, and a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act was posted for public review.          
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: 
Gary Bartak  Kevin Blair   Chris Dierks  Cody Frank  Marv Fritz 
Curtis Gotschall  Trevor Gotschall Keith Heithoff  Gene Kelly  Aaron Rice  
Tony Sanderson Roy Stewart  Art Tanderup  John Vogel      
   
DIRECTORS ABSENT: 
Matt Beckman         
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Dennis Schueth - General Manager 
Beth Walsh - Information & Education Coordinator 
Joslynn Vanderslice - Water Resources Manager 
Jeff Langan - Administrative Secretary 
Wayne Frederick – Water Resources Technician 
Kelly Kloppenborg – Water Resources Technician 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: 
Brandon Peterson – NRCS – O’Neill, NE 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
It was moved by Chris Dierks and seconded by Cody Frank to adopt the agenda as amended to include the 
Personnel, Equipment, Promotion and Education Committee.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. 
Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  
None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MINUTES: 
The minutes of the March Meeting were reviewed by the Directors. It was moved by Chris Dierks and 
seconded by Roy Stewart to approve the minutes of the March Meeting.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, 
Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  
ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
The March treasurers report was reviewed by the Directors.  It was moved by Gene Kelly and seconded by 
Trevor Gotschall to approve the March Treasurers Report.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. 
Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  
None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM- INPUT: 
None 
 



AGENCY & STAFF REPORTS: 
NARD Report:  Gene Kelly reported that the next NARD board meeting will be held June 11 & 12 in 
conjunction with the NARD Basin Tour.  The 2023 Basin tour will be in the Platte River Basin.    
 
DNR Report:  No report.  Dennis Schueth reported that the Governor is taking applications for an Irrigator on 
the Natural Resources Commission.  Dennis encouraged any board member who is an irrigator to consider 
applying for the opening.    
 
NRCS Report:  Brandon Peterson’s report was mailed out to the board members.  Brandon reported that they 
will be getting more money through the Inflation Reduction Act as soon as the national office releases details 
of the program.  They have currently expended all the money for the BGMA area and will be asking the 
national office for additional funds but they would not be allocated before June.  There were 42 CSP 
applications where information was requested and only 10 producers returned their required information. 
The CRP Grassland signup will start sometime this spring.  Compliance review letters have gone out to 
producers that have been selected for HEL and Wetland compliance. We will begin doing field checks in May. 
  
RC&D Report: 

North Central RC&D:  Marv Fritz reported on the April 12th meeting.  The RC&D are planning to hold 
another Electronic Recycling event and will need help with the funding.  Fritz suggested that UENRD could 
help with this funding and it was recommended that the North Central RC&D make a request and have it 
on the May agenda.  The North Central RC&D is also looking for space for the upcoming Sandhills Expo.        
Loup Basin RC&D:  No Report. 
Northeast RC&D:  No Report.          

 
Information & Education Report: Beth Walsh’s report was mailed out in the Directors packets.  Beth also 
reported on the Natural Resources Festival that was held April 13 here in O’Neill.  Approximately 120 5th 
Graders from 5 area schools attended.  She has also been busy processing Chemigation applications.       
 
Water Resources Report:  Joslynn Vanderslice’s report was mailed out in the Directors packets.  Joslynn 
reviewed the noncompliance lists with the Directors.  We are at approximately 96% compliance on Phase II 
reports.  Nitrogen certification cards have been mailed out and noncompliant letters for those with expired 
Nitrogen Certification Cards.  The static water level readings have been completed and she reviewed the 
depletion chart from the April 12 Lower Platte River Basin Coalition meeting.  Following Joslynn’s report, 
Wayne Frederick presented his flowmeter data which was also presented at the Nitrogen Certification 
Meetings.   
 
UENRD Staff Vacancy – Administrative Secretary – Jeff Langan:  Dennis Schueth reported that in order to add 
Jeff Langan to the UENRD banking accounts a motion is needed to confirm his employment.  It was moved 
by John Vogel and seconded by Gene Kelly to approve the hiring of Jeff Langan with a starting date of March 
20, 2023.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, 
Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED. 
    
Bazile Groundwater Management Area-Report:  Lisa Lauver, Bazile Groundwater Management Area 
Coordinator, and Jeremy Milander, Assistant Extension Educator, reports were mailed out in the Directors 
packets.   
 
Holt County Extension:  No Report. 
 
 



EXCUSED ABSENCES: 
It was moved by Chris Dierks and seconded by Aaron Rice to excuse the absence of Matt Beckman.  AYE:  
Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, 
Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS & RECOMENDATIONS:   
Legislative, Finance and Planning Committee:  The Committee met prior to the board meeting and reviewed 
the list of current bills to be paid, accounts receivable, bank statements and cost share requests.  The new cost 
share ranking sheet was handed out.  Seven out of 15 Directors responded after a 2 month period.  This will be 
the priority list for the next year.  There were no new cost share applications and the one from last month 
requesting a change to the well location is still pending.  Marv Fritz also noted a flyer from the LLNRD 
regarding their Infrared Imaging to Monitor Irrigation and that it would be a good tool for tracking irrigated 
acres.     
1. Action of Current Bills and Cost Share Requests:  The Committee reviewed the current bills.  Marv Fritz 

noted that due to an issue with Pitzer Newspaper billing the UENRD had not been billed for several 
invoices which have just been received.  Jeff Langan, Administrative Secretary, went back through the 
invoices and has confirmed their accuracy.  It was moved by Marv Fritz and seconded by Roy Stewart 
to approve the current bills for payment.   AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. 
Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  
ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED.   

2. Board Meeting Schedules:  Dennis Schueth explained the current board meeting times as stated in the 
Operations Policy.  Meetings held November through February begin at 2:30 PM; and, meetings March 
through October begin at 7:30 PM.  It was moved by Gary Bartak and seconded by Aaron Rice to hold 
UENRD Board Meetings from November through February at 4:00 PM.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, Frank, 
Heithoff, Rice & Sanderson.  NAY:  Dierks, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  
ABSTAIN:  Fritz & Kelly.  ABSENT:  Beckman. TIE - MOTION FAILED. 

 
Water Resources and Watershed Committee:  The Committee met prior to the board meeting.  Aaron Rice 
reported that the committee is working on updates to the Groundwater Management Plan rules and 
regulations.  There was a request from a cooperator who would like to use his irrigation well to water a 
livestock area for dust control.  The WRWS Committee is not recommending this request but wanted the 
board to be aware of the request.   
 
Personnel, Equipment, Promotion & Education Committee:  The Committee met prior to the board meeting 
and elected Chris Dierks as Chair and Cody Frank as Vice Chair.  The Committee also discussed the Senior 
Scholarship applications.  UENRD Scholarship Recipients and Alternate:  It was moved by Chris Dierks 
and seconded by Art Tanderup to award Senior Scholarships to Levi Cronk (Summerland), Kade Youngblood 
(Chambers), Tucker Stagemeyer (O’Neill); and, Ashley Pischel (Summerland) as the alternate.  AYE:  Bartak, 
Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & 
Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED.   
   
COALITION/TASK FORCE UPDATE: 
• Niobrara River Basin Alliance:  Dennis Schueth reported that this process is moving forward.  He received 

notice on April 7th, 2023 that NPPD provided DNR with written letter dated April 5, 2023 which assigns the 
Spencer Hydro Water Rights to the NRBA and NGPC.  This is the final step NPPD was required to do for the 
transfer.   

 
 



• Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan Coalition:  The Coalition met April 12th and approved 
the budget for the next fiscal year.  The depletions were discussed earlier during the Water Resources 
Manager report.   

• Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition (Piping Plover) Alternate Representative:   The annual meeting 
was held April 17th and Dennis has been elected President of the Coalition.  He reported that there may be 
a new threatened or endangered species added to the list which could hamper or prevent cedar tree 
renovations.  

• Nebraska Ground Water Management Coalition:  No Report.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:   
Dennis Schueth’s report was mailed out in the Director’s packets and a copy is kept on file at the NRD office.  
Dennis reported that the tree crews have finished planting in the UENRD and are starting to plant in the 
LNNRD.  He also reported attending a meeting with representatives of the Lower Niobrara NRD and a fertilizer 
dealer to start a conversation regarding joint issues regarding water quality along our border.  Information 
regarding the NARD Basin Tour and the Nebraska Water Center Tour has been received.  The Basin Tour will 
be in the Platte River Basin while the Water Center Tour will be in northeast Nebraska.  Any directors who are 
interested should contact the office for further information.   
 
MAY BOARD MEETING:   
The next regular board meeting date is May 22, 2023 at 7:30 PM with committee meetings scheduled prior to 
the board meeting.   
 
It was moved by Curtis Gotschall and seconded by Roy Stewart to adjourn at 8:44 PM.  AYE:  Bartak, Blair, 
Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, T. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  
NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  Beckman.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
 
 
I, the undersigned Secretary/Treasurer of the Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Board of Directors on April 24, 
2023 that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for at least 
twenty-four hours prior to said meeting, the minutes of the Chairman and the Board were in written form and 
available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of said body, 
that all news media requesting notification of the time and place of said meeting and the subjects to be 
discussed at said meeting. 
 
________________________________ 
Gene Kelly, Secretary/Treasurer 


