
UPPER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

June 26, 2023 
O’Neill, Nebraska 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Keith Heithoff.  
The meeting was advertised in the Holt County Independent, the official NRD newspaper, and a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act was posted for public review.          
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: 
Gary Bartak  Matt Beckman  Kevin Blair  Chris Dierks  Cody Frank 
Marv Fritz  Curtis Gotschall Keith Heithoff   Gene Kelly  Aaron Rice 
Tony Sanderson Roy Stewart  Art Tanderup  John Vogel     
   
DIRECTORS ABSENT: 
Trevor Gotschall         
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Dennis Schueth - General Manager 
Joslynn VanDerslice - Water Resources Manager 
Wayne Frederick – Water Resources Technician 
Beth Walsh - Information & Education Coordinator 
Jeff Langan - Administrative Secretary 
 
GUESTS: 
Brandon Peterson – NRCS, O’Neill, NE 
Amy Timmerman – UNL Holt County Extension 
Jeremy Milander – UNL Assistant Extension Educator, Bazile Groundwater Management Area 
Lisa Lauver – BGMA Coordinator 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
It was moved by Gene Kelly and seconded by Chris Dierks to adopt the amended agenda.  AYE:  Bartak, 
Beckman, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  
NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  Blair.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MINUTES: 
The minutes of the May Meeting were reviewed by the Directors. It was moved by Chris Dierks and 
seconded by Gene Kelly to approve the minutes of the May Meeting.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Dierks, Frank, 
Fritz, C. Gotschall, Kelly, Sanderson, Stewart, Tanderup & Vogel.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  Blair, Heithoff & 
Rice.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
The May treasurers report was reviewed by the Directors.  It was moved by Gene Kelly and seconded by 
Chris Dierks to approve the May Treasurers Report.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. 
Gotschall, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  Heithoff.  ABSENT:  T. 
Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM-INPUT: 
None 



AGENCY & STAFF REPORTS: 
NARD Report:  Gene Kelly reported that he attended the Association meeting June 11 & 12 in Grand Island.    
Gene reported that they have been discussing a flex rent option between the Risk Pool and NARD.  Rent 
money from the Risk Pool would be used to  pay down the purchase of the NARD building and when the 
building is paid off, the Risk Pool would no longer be charged rent.  The Association adopted the Risk Pool flex 
rent option.  Currently the Risk Pool is doing well financially and there will not need to be an increase in 
insurance premiums for FY 23/24.  The NARD Conservation awards were selected and voted upon for this 
year.  Kelly noted that they would like to see more nominations from the NRDs moving forward.  The Basin 
Tour was held after the board meeting in the Platte River Basin.  Gene attended the first day and noted that 
the CPNRD office has become land locked in their current location in Grand Island.  They are considering 
building a new facility at one of their catch basin areas outside of the city.  It was also noted that the number 
of Hall of Fame nominations were down; and, August 15 is the deadline to submit resolutions for the annual 
conference.   

Blankenau, Wilmoth & Jarecke LLP (Financial-NARD):    
1. NET Rules & Regulations:  The Nebraska Environment Trust is preparing to review and make changes 

to their rules and regulations.  The NARD would like to hire Blankenau, Wilmoth & Jarecke to assist the 
committee regarding these changes.   

2. Director Code of Conduct:  The Association would also like to hire Blanenau, Wilmoth & Jarecke to 
assist in putting together rules and regulations as they would pertain to Director’s Code of Conduct.  
There have been some recent issues involving the actions of some Board members and a code of 
conduct would be helpful in avoiding these issues or providing a guidance in dealing with them.   

It was moved by Curtis Gotschall and seconded by Art Tanderup to support the NARD hiring 
Blankenau, Wilmoth & Jarecke to provide assistance with the NET and Code of Conduct issues up to 
$5,000.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, 
Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
DNR Report:  The Commission Report was distributed to the Directors at the board meeting.    
 
NRCS Report:  Brandon Peterson, O’Neill NRCS office, mailed his report out to the Directors.  Brandon 
reported that they have 4 preapproved EQIP applications that they are writing contracts for to submit for 
approval.  They have also approved 6 of 10 CSP applications for approximately $123,000.  The CRP program is 
currently on hold on the national level; and, they have completed approximately 90% of their compliance 
reviews.   
 
RC&D Report: 

North Central RC&D:  Marv Fritz commented on the the RC&Ds electronics and tire recycling programs.  
They are currently looking for a sponsor for their upcoming tire recycling amnesty.         
Loup Basin RC&D:  No report. 
Northeast RC&D:  No report.  
 

Information & Education Report: Beth Walsh’s report was mailed out in the Directors packets.  Beth reported 
that she has been busy with Chemigation and scheduling this past month.   
 
Water Resources Report:  Joslynn VanDerslice’s report was mailed out in the Directors packets.  Joslynn 
reported on the Voluntary Integrated Management Plan meeting to review our plan with DNR.  She also noted 
for the Directors that missed last months meeting that the static water level data was in their folders.  
Nitrogen certification reminder letters will be sent out to those cooperators who expire in 2024 as a reminder 
to take water samples this season.  



Taylor Seger is back this summer to work on the Longitude 103 data that needs to be updated and confirmed 
for the new database.  There are also 103 Phase II reports that still need to be filed.   
 
Bazile Management Report:  Lisa Lauver’s and Jeremy Milander’s reports were mailed out in the Directors 
packets.  Lisa reported that $185,000 out of $325,000 EQIP payments have gone out to cooperators in the 
BGMA.  The Watershed Assessment Plan is due in July for the NWQI compliance.  July 12th a luncheon with the 
area crop consultants is scheduled and in mid-August they are planning a farmer appreciation day.     
Jeremy Milander, UNL Assistant Extension Educator, introduced himself.  He has been working with the Bazile 
Groundwater Management Project for the past 4 years and was attending the board meeting to review the 
site studies from the last year.  Jeremy went through a Powerpoint that highlighted the studies conducted on 
the 3 demonstration sites in the Bazile Groundwater Management Area.  Funding for these sites ends June 30.   
 
UNL - Holt County Extension Agent:  Amy Timmerman attended the meeting.  Amy reported that corn 
producers should be aware that tar spot may be moving into the area.  She is planning to scout fields within 
the next week.        
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES:   
It was moved by Aaron Rice and seconded by Chris Dierks to excuse the absence of Trevor Gotschall.  
AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  
NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  C. Gotschall.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Legislative, Finance and Planning Committee:  The Committee met prior to the board meeting and reviewed 
the list of current bills to be paid, accounts receivable, bank statements and cost share requests.  

1. Action on Current Bills and Cost-Share requests:  It was moved by Marv Fritz and seconded by Roy 
Stewart to approve the current bills for payment.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, 
C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  
None.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED.  It was moved by Marv Fritz and seconded by 
Tony Sanderson to approve the Costshare application for the Dierks Ranch.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, 
Blair, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  NAY:  
None.  ABSTAIN:  Dierks.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 
Water Resources and Watershed Committee:  The Committee met prior to the board meeting.   

1. Groundwater Management Rules & Regulations:  Aaron Rice reported that the Committee is 
discussing the expansion, transfer and triggering mechanisms in the rules and regulations.   

2. Longitude 103 – Nitrogen Dashboard Financial Contribution (NARD):  There was a handout in the 
Directors folders regarding the Producer Connect Nitrogen Dashboard and the possibility of one being 
created by Longitude 103.  This is a program that many of the NRDs are interested in having developed 
but it would be of significant cost.  A partnership has been developed between the Nebraska Corn 
Board, NARD and several NRDs to fund this new technology.  At this time, NRDs need to decide if they 
wish to participate in the development of this program.  It was moved by Gene Kelly and seconded 
by Art Tanderup to approve up to $5,000 for the development of the Nitrogen Dashboard in 
conjunction with other NRDs, NARD and the Nebraska Corn Board.  AYE:  Bartak, Beckman, Blair, 
Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  NAY:  
None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED.    

3. Acre Certification and GW Acre Transfers-Applications:  None   
4. Phase II Reports Update-Late Reports:  Already reviewed.   

 



COALITION/TASK FORCE UPDATE: 
Niobrara River Basin Alliance:  Dennis Schueth reported that they will be meeting prior to the MNNRD basin 
meeting/tour in July.  They will be discussing the sub-ordination agreements needing to be addressed.   
Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan Coalition:  Dennis Schueth reported what an important 
coalition this group is in allowing the NRD to continue to develop irrigated acres.  Dues have been collected on 
an as needed basis; and, the UENRD will be assessed this year for $10,000.   
Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition (Piping Plover):  No Report. 
Nebraska Ground Water Management Coalition:  No Report.         
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Dennis Schueth’s report was mailed out in the Director’s packets.  A copy is 
included with the official copy of the minutes in the office.  Dennis reported that he appreciated his 
conservation with Gene Kelly regarding the issues facing the Risk Pool.  Since the Risk Pool is doing well, it has 
been suggested that insurance dividends be used to pay down the amount owed on the NARD building.  
Discussion was held as to whether or not this is the right way to use those funds.  The health of the group is 
unpredictable and these funds should be kept available for the Risk Pool.  The current agreement is to use the 
rent from the Risk Pool to pay off the building and then not charge rent to the Risk Pool after the building is 
paid off.  Dennis also reported that the Personnel, Equipment, Promotion and Education Committee met prior 
to the board meeting.   
 
JULY BOARD MEETING: 
The next regular board meeting will be held at 7:00 PM on July 24, 2023 at the NRD office in O’Neill.     
 
It was moved by Gene Kelly and seconded by Matt Beckman to adjourn at 8:32 PM.  AYE:  Bartak, 
Beckman, Blair, Dierks, Frank, Fritz, C. Gotschall, Heithoff, Kelly, Rice, Stewart, Tanderup, Vogel & Whitaker.  
NAY:  None.  ABSTAIN:  None.  ABSENT:  T. Gotschall.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
I, the undersigned Secretary/Treasurer of the Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Board of Directors on June 26, 
2023 that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for at least 
twenty-four hours prior to said meeting, the minutes of the Chairman and the Board were in written form and 
available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of said body, 
that all news media requesting notification of the time and place of said meeting and the subjects to be 
discussed at said meeting. 
 
________________________________ 
Gene Kelly - Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


