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Program Compliance Reminders:  
In order for Cooperators within the Upper Elkhorn NRD to 

participate in district cost share programs, participate in the 
expansion or transfer of groundwater irrigated acres or qualify 

for a new or replacement well permit they must be in 
compliance with the Upper Elkhorn NRD Groundwater 

Management Plan Rules and Regulations.    

Spring Tree Planting and Weed Barrier Installation
Follow-Up

 Did the NRD Plant trees this spring or install Weed Barrier for you?? 
 What you should do next! 
•	Make sure that your seedlings are heeled in after planting by pressing the soil 
in around the seedlings with the sole of your shoe.

•	Keep the seedlings watered especially in the drier weather patterns.
•	Check weed barrier after high wind and rain events.  Either may expose the 
edges of the fabric and cause it to become loose.  Make sure edges are 

   covered with soil.

Bazile Groundwa-
ter Management Area to 
Host Regenerative Ag 
Field Day on July 17th

The Bazile Ground-
water Management Area 
is hosting a Regenerative 
Ag Field Day on Friday, 
July 17th, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. The site is locat-
ed near McLean - three 
miles west of the High-
way 81/20 junction and 
a quarter mile north of 
552nd Road. 

This field day is the 
perfect opportunity for 
producers in northeast 
Nebraska to see regen-
erative ag in action and 
connect with like-mind-
ed producers. Explore a 
field where corn is plant-
ed with alfalfa. Learn re-
al-world strategies from 
regional experts on top-

ics such as boosting soil 
health, improving nutrient 
cycling, reducing inputs, 
and adapting when cir-
cumstances change.

Featured speakers 
include Junior Pfanstiel, 
Outside the Box Agrono-
my, who will discuss the 
theory, process, and goals 
of converting to regenera-
tive agriculture practices. 
Pfanstiel will be joined by 
Zack Smith, The Stock 
Cropper, who will discuss 
converting sunlight to dol-
lars and increasing ROI 
by putting livestock back 
on the landscape.  

A free lunch, optional, 
will be provided after the 
event at “The Breakroom” 
in Randolph, NE. Limit-
ed spots are available! 
The deadline to register 
is Monday, July 6th. Pro-

ducers interested in at-
tending can find the reg-
istration link at https://bit.
ly/BGMAFieldDay26, on 
the attached QR Code, or 
by calling Marcus, BGMA 
Coordinator, at 402-371-
7313. 

This field day is spon-
sored and produced by 
Outside the Box Agron-
omy; Center of Rural 
Affairs; UNL Extension; 
Sustainable Agriculture 
Research & Education 
(SARE); Nebraska De-
partment of Water, Ener-
gy, and Environment; and 
the Lewis & Clark NRD; 
Lower Elkhorn NRD; Low-
er Niobrara NRD; and the 
Upper Elkhorn NRD. 

The BGMA Project is 
an ongoing joint effort by 
the Lewis & Clark, Low-
er Niobrara, Lower Elk-

Bazile Groundwater Management Area to Host 
Regenerative Ag Field Day on July 17th

horn, and Upper Elkhorn 
NRDs, and the Nebraska 
Department of Water, En-
ergy, and Environment 
to curb the rise in nitrate 
concentrations. By of-
fering educational op-
portunities, establishing 
demonstration sites, and 
providing cost-share for 
select Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), one of 
the Project’s goals is the 
widespread adoption of 
BMPs across the area. 
BMPs give the producer 
more efficient control over 
inputs while reducing the 
environmental impact. If 
anyone is interested in 
adding BMPs to their op-
erations, contact BGMA 
Coordinator Marcus 
Blunck at 402-371-7313 
or mblunck@lenrd.org, or 
your local NRCS office. 

Are You Credit-
ing Nitrogen in 
Your Irrigation 

Water - It’s Free
In a continuing effort 

to protect, maintain and 
improve our groundwater 
quality, the Upper Elk-
horn NRD would like to 
encourage all irrigators to 
credit the nitrogen which 
may be in their irrigation 
water.  This is a simple 
process which involves 
having your irrigation water 
sampled and running the 
results through the follow-
ing formula.  Example for 
an irrigation water sample 
which tested 10 ppm: 2.72 
X Irrigation Water Sample 
Results divided by 12 will 
equal the Pounds of N/per 
1 inche of irrigation water 
applied.  

2.72 X 10 ppm/12 = 
2.26 Pounds of N per 1 
inches of irrigation water 

applied.
Please don’t forget to 
credit your Nitrogen!

Producer Programs to be 
held at the Sandhills Expo

Check out the Producer Programs 
Agenda inside this edition of the 

UENRD Newsletter!
Scheduled for Wednesday, June 17, 
at the Rock County Community Cen-

ter Meeting Room.



Upper Elkhorn NRD Hosts Natural Resources Festival for Area 5th Graders
The Natural Resources Festival, hosted by the Upper Elkhorn 
NRD, was held April 9 in O’Neill.  Approximately 100 fifth grade stu-
dents from the area attended the festival to learn more about water 
quality, aquifers, watersheds and wildlife through interactive games 
and presentations.  Professionals from the Upper Elkhorn NRD, 
Lower Elkhorn NRD, Lower Niobrara NRD, Lower Loup NRD, UNL 
Extension, Bazile Groundwater Management Project, Nebras-
ka Game & Parks and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
worked with students to make them aware of how important our 
natural resources are and how to protect them.    

Most of us have them – old 
batteries tucked away in a 
kitchen drawer, sitting on 
a workbench, or piled in a 
box in the garage. While 
it may seem harmless to 
toss an old battery in the 
trash, that small item can 
create a serious problem. 
Improper disposal has 
become a growing safety 
concern.
When batteries are 
crushed, punctured, or ex-
posed to water in garbage 
trucks, transfer stations, 
or landfills, they can spark 
fires. Facilities across the 
country have reported in-
creasing numbers of bat-
tery-related fires, many 
linked to lithium-ion bat-
teries commonly found in 
cordless tools, recharge-
able household items, 
and electronics. In addi-
tion to the fire risk, batter-
ies contain materials that 
can contaminate the soil 
and water if they are not 
managed properly.
With battery use con-
tinuing to increase and 
recognizing these con-
cerns, Nebraska recently 
adopted the Safe Battery 
Collection and Recycling 
Act, which will establish 
a statewide battery recy-
cling network and place 
new restrictions on dis-
posing of many batter-
ies in landfills starting in 
2028. Before the program 
is fully implemented, sev-

eral locations across the 
state have been selected 
to serve as test collection 
sites.
The North Central Ne-
braska RC&D is among 
the first organizations 
helping roll out battery 
recycling opportunities 
across Nebraska. Bat-
tery collection boxes will 
be available at the RC&D 
booth in the Rock County 
Community Center during 
the Sandhills Ranch Expo 
in Bassett, Nebraska. The 
event will be on June 17th 
from 10:00 am – 7:00 pm, 
and June 18th from 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm.
Items accepted include re-
chargeable batteries up to 
11 pounds and under 300 
watt-hours, commonly 
found in power tools, dig-
ital cameras, and gaming 
controllers. Battery types 
accepted are lithium-ion, 
small sealed lead acid, 
nickel cadmium, nickel 
metal hydride, and nickel 
zinc. Single-use batteries 
including lithium primary, 
carbon zinc, alkaline, and 
coin/button batteries will 
also be accepted along 
with all types and ages of 
cell phones.

No damaged or defective 
batteries, no batteries 
that are part of a recall, 
no wet-cell, or car, bat-
teries, and no batteries 
weighing over 11 pounds 

or exceeding 300 watt-
hours will be accepted. A 
battery identification and 
safety guide is available 
at www.batterynetwork.
org. Details can also be 
found at www.northcen-
tralrcd.com, or by calling 
402-340-1530.
“Most people don’t realize 
that tossing a battery in 
the trash can create a fire 
long after it leaves their 
home,” said Carla Stage-
meyer, North Central 
RC&D Executive Director. 
“As more rechargeable 
batteries find their way 
into everyday items, it’s 
important to give people a 
safe and convenient way 
to recycle them.”
Old batteries my not take 
up much space, but they 
shouldn’t be overlooked. 
Residents are encour-
aged to take advantage of 
this collection opportuni-
ty. Proper disposal helps 
reduce fire risks, keeps 
hazardous materials out 
of landfills, and ensures 
batteries are handled the 
right way from start to fin-
ish. It’s a simple step with 
a big impact.

Don’t Toss ‘Em - Battery Recycling Event
North Central RC&D to Host at Sandhills Ranch Expo

Reminder:  
New Groundwater Irrigated 

Expansion Acres and All Transfered 
Acres Must Be Re-Certified with the 
UENRD the First Year After They are 

Watered

Regenerative Farm Field Day
Saturday, July 18, 2026

88471 475 Ave, Atkinson, NE
8:30 AM – Breakfast
9:00 AM – Welcome

10:00 AM – Infield Learning
12:00 – Lunch

1:00 PM – 

Family Friendly Events
•	 Inflatable Bounce Houses
•	 Hands on soil discovery
•	 Looking at soil under a microscope

Looking at farming through a different lens 
according to nature. 

 
•	 How do we build soil health that leads to hu-

man health and resiliency
•	 Diverse crop rotation and alternative crops to 

corn and soybeans
•	 Opportunities for returning livestock to the land
•	 Local economic growth through a more inte-

grated operation
•	 Lowering inputs in a conventional or organic 

operation
•	 Roller crimping crops for improved weed con-

trol, soil cover and water conservation

Speakers include:
Jessie Poessnecker – Regenerative Farmer
Mac Trotter – Regenerative Farmer
Rion Naus – We Grow With LLC
Zack Smith – Stockcropper LLC
Ed Baumgartner – Bass Hybrids
Lynn Hoover – Ocean Blue Ag
Blake Merritt – Core Bio Ag
Sara Paxton – Nourish Health Coaching

Reminder:
Irrigation 

Water Samples are 
required once ev-
ery 4 years to re-

main in compliance 
with the Upper Elk-
horn NRD GWMP 

Rules and 
Regulations.



Upper Elkhorn NRD Awards 
2026 Senior Scholarships

Each year the Upper Elkhorn NRD awards three 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors in the 
district.  These are students who have chosen to pur-
sue a career in a field related to agriculture, natural 
resources or the environment.  This year’s recipients 
are Shaylie Kester of Summerland Public School; 
Clair Krysl of Summerland Public School; Kayde 
Ramm of Stuart Public School; and, alternate Jenna 
Funk of Summerland Public School.  Dana and Can-
dice Kester will be supporting Shaylie as she is plan-
ning a career in Agribusiness while attending Wayne 
State College.  Clair Krysl, the daughter of Josh and 
Melissa, is planning a career in Animal Science and 
is planning to attend Northeast Community College.  
Kayde’s parents are Justin and Megan Ramm, and he 
has chosen to pursue a career in Livestock Manage-
ment while attending Southeast Community College.  
The 2026 alternate, Jenna Funk, with the help of her 
parents Bob and Maria, is planning to study Business 
Administration/Agribusiness at Wayne State College.  

	 Scholarship winners will receive a scholarship 
in the amount of $500 to help defer costs during their 
first year of College.  The Upper Elkhorn NRD would 
like to congratulate the 2026 Senior Scholarship Win-
ners and wish them good luck in achieving their future 
goals.

Attention Chemigators!!  Annual 
Inspections are Underway

The UENRD has the responsibiliy of conducting 
annual inspections of Chemigation sites.  This con-
sists of: 

•	 Inspecting the Mainline Check Valve
•	 Inspection Port
•	 Low Pressure Drain
•	 Chem Injection Check Valve
•	 Interlock
•	 Drain hose
We will also be conducting Spot Inspections for  

Irrigation sites to make sure the site has a working 
slam valve to protect the groundwater from being 
contaminated.  Remember, any fertilizer, chemicals 
or pesticides being pumped through an irrigation 
system is required by state statute to have Chemi-
gation equipment and a permit!    

We will try to work with cooperators as best we 
can to schedule Chemigation inspections.  So when 
making an appointment, please do not cancel.  This 
causes a gap in the inspectors day and leads to late 
season inspections. If you would like to be pro-ac-
tive, you can contact the UENRD office at 402-336-
3867 to schedule your Chemigation inspections.  

Sign up for Producer Connect Now
The Upper Elkhorn NRD is excited to introduce Producer Connect. This platform 

is taking the place of the previous annual report platform. Producer Connect is 
available as a web and mobile based application and will allow producers who 
farm in multiple participating NRDs to complete their reports in one location. The 
UENRD started utilizing Producer Connect for the 2025 crop reports.

Producer Connect is live and operators and/or landowners 
can sign up today. To activate your account go to https://
app.producerconnect.com/ or use the link on the UENRD 
website and click register now; or scan the QR code. When 
registering please include all associated entites and make 
sure to select all NRDs you operate in. After registering the 
NRD will have to verify your account.

If you have not completed your 2025 crop reports, contact 
the office for help setting up you account.  The UENRD is no longer accepting pa-
per annual reports.  If you need assistence to complete your reports, call and set 
up an appointment with NRD staff.  2026 reports are live and producers can add 
their N applications to their fields as they are applied.  Please contact the UENRD 
with any questions at 402-336-3867.

Sandhills Ranch Expo - Bassett, Nebraska 



Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District Board of Directors

Cameron Smith 		  Subdistrict 1 ~ Bassett	 (402) 853-4679 
Trevor Gotschall		  Subdistrict 1 ~ Stuart	 (402) 340-0686
Curtis Gotschall		  Subdistrict 2 ~ Atkinson	 (402) 340-5621
John Vogel 		  Subdistrict 2 ~ Atkinson	 (402) 925-5312
Gene Kelly 		  Subdistrict 3 ~ O’Neill	 (402) 336-3681
Marv Fritz			  Subdistrict 3 ~ O’Neill	 (402) 340-0747
Allen Schueth		  Subdistrict 4 ~ Ewing	 (402) 394-8257
Tony Sanderson		  Subdistrict 4 ~ Chambers	 (402) 340-2501
Cody Frank		  Subdistrict 5 ~ Creighton	 (605) 660-7147
Kevin Blair		  Subdistrict 5 ~ Brunswick	 (402) 358-5430
Art Tanderup		  Subdistrict 6 ~ Neligh	 (402) 887-1396
Aaron Rice		  Subdistrict 6 ~ Neligh	 (402) 929-0470
Bruce Anderson		  Subdistrict 7 ~ Elgin		 (402) 843-5651
Matt Beckman		  Subdistrict 7 ~ Elgin		 (402) 843-6045
Chris Dierks		  At-Large  ~  Ewing		  (402) 485-2618

UENRD Board Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday of every month. 

April through October at 7:00 P.M. and November through 
March at 2:30 P.M. 

 Nitrogen Certification
There are still many operators whose Nitrogen 

Certification Expired 3/1/2026-- or before which have 
not yet completed recertification. If you are responsi-
ble for making decisions on any type of nitrogen fertil-
izer applications, commercial or livestock, on your op-
eration you must be Nitrogen Certified. Recertification 
is required every 4 years. If you have not recertified or 
you need to become certified this year certification can 
be obtained by completing the take home test.  Take 
home tests are available for pickup at the NRD office 
in O’Neill and the Neligh NRCS office. 

Just a reminder to everyone who completed Nitro-
gen Certification this year – irrigation water samples 
are a requirement of certification. If you did not submit 
a sample prior to taking the certification class, please 
sample all of your registered wells as soon as you start 
irrigating and submit the results. 

Annual Reports (for those in Phase II areas) and 
Nitrogen Certification are required by our Groundwa-
ter Management Plan Rules and Regulations and are 
necessary to maintain compliance. 

For more information on Phase II Annual Reports 
or Nitrogen Certification visit the UENRD website at 
https://www.uenrd.org/ or contact the UENRD office at 
402-336-3867.

UENRD Staff
Dennis Schueth	      General Manager	
		       e-mail:  dschueth@uenrd.org
Joslynn VanDerslice	     Water Resources Manager
		       e-mail:  jvanderslice@uenrd.org
Grant Mathis	      Water Resources Technician
		       e-mail:  gmathis@uenrd.org
Wayne Frederick	      Water Resources Technician
		       e-mail:  wfrederick@uenrd.org
Cole Jesse	      Natural Resources Technician
		       e-mail:  cjesse@uenrd.org
Jeff Langan	      Administrative Assistant
		       e-mail:  jlangan@uenrd.org
Beth Walsh	      Information & Education/Chemigation Coordinator
		       e-mail:  bwalsh@uenrd.org
Brett Sholes	      Agronomy Resource Technician
		       e-mail:  bsholes@uenrd.org
Marcus Blunck	      Bazile Management Project Coordinator
		       e-mail:  mblunck@lenrd.org
Denise Napier	      NRCS Clerk, Neligh
Mary Zakrzewski	      NRCS Clerk, O’Neill

The Oracle is the official publication of the Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District.  It is produced for the purpose of educating the public regarding 
natural resources issues.  Any comments or questions should be sent to Beth Walsh, Upper  Elkhorn NRD, 301 N. Harrison Street, O’Neill, NE 68763 or 
e-mailed to bwalsh@uenrd.org. 

Upper Elkhorn NRD Expanding 
Safe Drinking Water Program

The Upper Elkhorn NRD added $200,000 to the budget in the fiscal year 25-26 
to expand it’s safe drinking water program.  If you are a landowner residing with-
in the Upper Elkhorn NRD and if your drinking water exceeds the federal health 
standard of 10 parts per million, landowners would be eligible for cost share on a 
water treatment system to remove the nitrates from the drinking water.  The basics 
of the program include 90% cost share up to $2,000 per household for a reverse 
osmosis system or other approved means of removing nitrates from the drinking 
water.  The program is districtwide and requires a sample to be taken by NRD staff 
to qualify and you must be pre-approved before any work is to be completed.  To 
date the Upper Elkhorn NRD has costshared to provide safe drinking water to 18 
district residences.

Reminder that it is important to remember to test your private drinking water 
wells each year. Private wells are not monitored by the state or the NRD.  


